Life Cycle Rites (Ceremonies)

Anzan-Hara-Obi (Protection Sash)

Explanation:  This is a sash that is received at the temple during the fifth month of the pregnancy on the day of the dog.  This celebrates the rite of pregnancy and protects and guards the baby from harm and keeps it warm.

Omairi-Mai 1st shrine visit of a newborn baby 50 days after their birth wearing a kimono or new clothes.  At this ceremony the baby receives a blessing and a charm, and the birth is reported to the Buddha, Nichiren Shonin, ancestors, and local deities.


Shichi-Go-San (7-5-3) Ceremony

This ceremony is held for boys ages 3 and 5 and girls ages 3 and 7 to pray for their continued health, safe growth and development. Shichi Go San, or the “Seven-Five-Three” Festival, is observed on November 15th of every year. On this day, five-year-old boys, along with three- and seven-year-old girls, are dressed in dresses and suits and are blessed by a Buddhist priest for their continued health and well-being. It was originally believed that children of these particular ages were especially prone to bad luck. The blessing and prayers are to give divine protection for children at the critical points in their formative years. The observance has come to be regarded as a momentous rite of passage, as it represents the child’s elevation to “little men” and “little women.”  
Coming of Age Rite (age 21)
 (Held on November 5th of each year)  This ceremony is held to report to the Buddha, Nichiren Shonin, and ancestors the welcoming of a young person to adulthood.

Critical year purification (Yakudoshi)

Bad luck ages are referred to as yakudoshi, with yaku meaning “calamity” or “calamitous” and doshi signifying “year(s).” These years are considered critical or dangerous because they are believed to bring bad luck or disaster.
For men, the ages 24 and 41 (or 25 and 42 in Japan) are deemed critical years, with 41 being especially critical. It is customary in these unlucky years to visit temples to provide divine protection from harm.  The equivalent yakudoshi ages for women are 18 and 32 (19 and 33 in Japan), with 32 thought to be a particularly hard, terrible or disastrous year. 
Wedding Ceremony

Age Celebrations


Celebration of age 60
Celebration of age 70
Celebration of age 77
Celebration of age 80
Celebration of age 88
Celebration of age 99


Funeral Ceremony Rites

Memorial ceremonies

A memorial rite marking the death of the deceased not only calls for the adornment of the altar and the reading of the sutra but also is a precious occasion for recalling the cherished memories of the beloved and most of all to realize the blessings of the light of wisdom which embraces us all. 
Traditionally, memorial rites are held from the afternoon for a period of a whole day and night on the day previous to that of the actual decease. Monthly rites are held on the memorial day each month and the annual rites are held on the day and month of decease. Besides these there are special rites held on designated years and these will vary according to local customs but usually the pattern that was set in China seems most prevalent. These are :

	49th day rites
	-Expiration of probationary period
49 days from death

	100th day rites
	- 100 days from death.

	1st annual memorial
	- 1 year from death.

	3rd anniversary memorial
	- 2 full years from death.

	7th anniversary memorial
	- 6 full years from death.

	13th anniversary memorial
	- 12 full years from death.

	17th anniversary memorial
	- 16 full years from death.

	25th anniversary memorial
	- 24 fun years from death.

	33th anniversary memorial
	- 32 full years from death.

	50th anniversary memorial 
	- 49 full years from death. 



	Every fiftieth year thereafter. 
	


