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Priest’s Message from Kanjin 

Cederman Shonin 

Well everyone, we have just 

celebrated our second anniver-

sary here at Choeizan Enkyoji 

Temple.  I very much look 

forward to our growth and 

success in 2013.  I would like 

to thank all of our members in 

all their capacities for their 

deep faith and hard work.  We 

have to remember in the next 

year our work is not done.  

The previous two years were 

basically to build and form a 

solid base for our temple 

through bylaws, board mem-

bers, and events.  The next 

year will be even more chal-

lenging in that we need to 

grow to survive.  Each of us 

have seen and received the 

benefit of the Lotus Sutra and 

should wish to share it with 

others.  This is one of the six 

perfections (6 Paramita’s) 

Ofuse or giving without the 

idea of receipt or return.  This 

concept of charity or donation 

does not only apply to mone-

tary donations but also in that 

we share what we have learned 

with others.  Many of us as 

Buddhists do not like the idea 

of imposing or proselytizing 

religion.  What we need to 

understand is that these nega-

tive practices are simply part of 

the ego trying to convince oth-

ers that we are right.  As I said 

most religious practices simply 

wish to trick, confuse, or scare 

people to believe their ideas.  

What is more rewarding for the 

ego then having someone agree 

with our superstitions?  That is 

not why Buddhists share the 

teachings of Buddhism with 

others.  We might remember 

the four great vows that we 

recite at the end of each ser-

vice.  “I vow to save all sen-

tient beings, however numer-

ous they may be”.  As we 

know even though we may 

give people advice or wonder-

ful teachings, they cannot un-

derstand them, or sometimes 

they simply ignore them con-

sidering their lives as the ex-

ception.  Only later if we have 

enough realization of the result 

we can say that they were right 

in their advice, but people rare-

ly admit this.  But even then 

we do not listen and continue 

to do the same thing over and 

over.  That is why in our vow 

to save sentient beings we 

should encourage them to the 

study of life through Buddhism 

and more especially the Lotus 

Sutra to see reality for them-

selves.  One cannot become 

awakened by others.  Only 

once the Buddha seed is nour-

ished through the sutras and 

practice can they realize for 

themselves.  As a parent and as 

a priest I realize this to be true.  

Even though I can see disaster 

ahead no one listens, if they do 

they only do it with their ears 

and not their heart.  Remember 

awakening in Buddhism is not 

an intellectual pursuit.  All peo-

ple want to end their suffering 

and awaken to their true na-

ture.  Just because they have 

the Buddha nature they are still 

unable to realize this until they 

are brought out of ignorance 

into reality through practice 

and study.  We should be con-

fident of the benefit we have 

received in our lives from our 

practice.  Sometimes we are so 

intent on going forward that 

we fail to see how we have 

grown in our practice.  We still 

complain that we have gained 

nothing.   As a teacher I can 

state that this is not true.  

Sometimes we cannot see what 

we have gained because we 

dismiss the small realizations 

because we desire a big bang.  

In Chapter 8 of the Lotus Su-

tra, we can read the parable of 

the hidden gem (See Dharma 

Corner Article).  We are like 

this man, rich beyond belief 

but we still wear the rags of a 

beggar and cannot share even a 
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Upcoming Highlights: 

 We will hold our annu-

al meeting on January 

20 following the ser-

vice, as required by 

our new bylaws.  At 

the meeting we will 

elect new officers, talk 

about our accomplish-

ments in 2012, and 

discuss the future of 

the temple.  This is a 

very important meet-

ing, so please attend 

if at all possible.  If 

you cannot, please 

request an absentee 

ballot from Gregg 

(g_tralle@yahoo.com) 

ASAP, as only hard 

copy ballots received 

before the election will 

be counted. 

 2013 Memorial 

Dates: 

  

Please call to schedule 

your ancestors’ memo-

rial this year if they 

passed away during 

one of these years. 

  

One Year     2012 

3rd year      2011 

7th year      2007 

13th year    2001 

17th year    1997 

23rd year    1991 

27th year    1987 

33rd year    1981  
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grain of rice with others, thinking only 

of ourselves.  As we consider the pur-

pose for our Sangha, we see that we 

have indeed gained something.  It is for 

some difficult to put their finger on it 

but they know it is there.  One of the 

saddest things in Buddhism is that many 

people are not practicing the way of a 

Bodhisattva but instead practice for 

themselves, this is a beginner.  They 

keep this wonderful gift from others 

and think only of themselves.  As Bo-

dhisattva’s we fulfill our vow to save all 

sentient beings because of the interde-

pendent reality.  Without them we will 

not be able to realize our full potential 

and likewise.  Also, I believe that this is 

the only way to true world peace.  We 

can simply encourage people with our 

practice and support them when they 

are ready with this gift.  You are the 

best example of Buddhism.  If you are 

not then you are not practicing Bud-

dhism but the religion of the ego-self. 

 I hope that in the upcoming 

year you will share this wonderful treas-

ure hidden in your heart with others.  

When they see this gem they will be 

inspired and awaken from ignorance and 

refocus their lives and values.  Only 

through this way can we truly help oth-

ers.  Please strengthen you faith and 

practice.  “Without study and practice 

there is no Buddhism”.  So please ask 

yourself am I practicing Buddhism or 

the way of my own ego.  What will you 

give Sentient Beings and what will be 

your gift to humanity?   

Now it is Your Turn: “Vision for 2013” 

Well we have been around for two years.  Each year we must 

consider the direction we need to go to keep our Temple 

growing and flourishing.  The first year was simply getting 

together and developing the frame of a Temple and Sangha, 

putting in place our traditions, services, and building our space.  

2012 was the second year and our goal was to make sure that 

we organized our board, bylaws, and federal non-profit status, 

etc.  This happened and continues to move forward due to the 

hard work of our devout board members and supporters.  In 

2013 we will again move forward to maturity by putting the 

yearly activities and events in the care of the Board and Sangha 

members.  I have laid out a yearly calendar of important reli-

gious events and traditions that our Temple has held over the 

years.  I really love to participate in all of the activities through-

out the year and consider how wonderful it is to have such a 

close and exciting Sangha.   In the upcoming year, it will be up 

to the members to organize and put on these events.  The 

board will have a list of events for each month according to 

our previous two years and it will be up to the Sangha to vol-

unteer and support these events starting at the annual Sangha 

meeting on January 20.  A committee will be organized with a 

chairperson for each event ahead of schedule 1-2 months.  It 

will be up to this individual to recruit other committee mem-

bers as well as leave a detailed record of what is needed to or-

ganize that particular event and how you did it.  This will make 

it easier each year as different people volunteer.  I will be simp-

ly in an advising capacity.  My direction for this year is to focus 

on more spiritual matters and to organize better instruction 

and education at the temple.  Like my Sensei told me,  I am but 

one person, with one head, two arms, and two legs.  Like the 

great Bodhisattva one thousand armed Kannon, together we 

must be one body one mind (itaidoshin) with many arms and 

heads working together and not just one person.  This is your 

temple it can become a peaceful and welcoming place to prac-

tice and study as many people continually say.  However, it is 

up to us all to make sure we continue to grow, lest we lose 

such a precious treasure as we have enjoyed over the last two 

years.  

 

With Gassho, 

Kanjin Cederman Shonin  

THANK YOU READERS! 

Our audience has grown dramatically over the past couple issues and we thank you for telling your friends 

about us.  We intend to grow even more in the coming year, so let us know if there are certain subjects or 

issues you would like to see in this newsletter.   

You can reach us at: choeizan.enkyoji.newsletter@gmail.com 
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On December 16 we held our Jodo-E service and said spe-
cial prayers for the victims of the shooting in Connecticut. 

Jodo-E 

On December 22 we had our annual Mochi Making 

Ceremony and End of the Year Party. 

Mochi Tsuki & Bonenkai 

Our Challenges for 2013 
 Our Temple Board has agreed 
that moving our Temple, improving our 
finances and increasing our membership 
are major goals for 2013 and has already 
taken steps to accomplish them.  

 These are major undertakings 
and, quite frankly, the continuance of 
our Temple depends on our success in 
achieving these goals over the next nine 
months or so.  

 Participating in meeting these 
goals is like chanting Odaimoku – the 
Sutra says that “Just as perfume is 
caught by something put nearby, so 
shall we be richly benefitted by this 
sutra, even when we are not aware of being so 
benefitted…”  

 I have great confidence in 
Kanjin Shonin and our Board and that 
the plans we are making together will 
be successful.  Our Dharma Service 

Book at page 93 says “All things are 
possible if people are united in one spir-
it.”  That has been demonstrated in the 
past and I hope for your participation, 
encouragement and support in this new 
challenge for 2013. 

 

Errol G. Scott 

Vice President 

The Winter Retreat—Planning for 2013 

 Our Winter Retreat, led by Kanjin Cederman Shonin, 
was held in December at the Rainbow Girl’s Camp on the 
Hood Canal.  We were greatly pleased to have Sensei’s own 
Master, Kanto Tsukamoto Shonin, participate in making our 
plans for 2013.  Tsukamoto Shonin’s Temple is in London and 
you can find his Temple’s link on our website.  The retreat was 
well-attended and more casual than is customary. 

 The goal of the retreat was to discuss our major ob-
jectives for 2013, which everyone agreed should be increasing 
membership, improving our financial situation and moving out 
of the International District. 

 These three items were closely linked and it was felt 
that in order to significantly increase membership we needed 
to move to a more congenial and prosperous area in or near 
Seattle which was close to major highways, easily accessible by 

public transportation and had adequate parking.  Kanjin 
Shonin said he had done some research and suggested we 
should initially consider two areas: Wallingford and the 
Georgetown areas.  After some discussion it appeared that the 
Georgetown area was preferred over Wallingford.   

Absent an unexpected source of financial support, it 
was anticipated we could rent a facility for about the price of 
our current rent, which should include some living space so 
that it could also be used as both a priest training facility and a 
space to generate additional income, such as for yoga and simi-
lar classes and projects. 

There were several great ideas for new fund raising 
projects and increasing membership for 2013 which seemed 
very promising and the Board has already formed several com-
mittees to undertake those projects. 

 

Errol G. Scott 

Vice President 
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2012 Retrospective: Temple Activities 

By Gregg Tralle 

For such a young Temple, the Sangha of Choeizan Enkyoji has been very active both internally, in outreach and nationally during the past 
year, 2012.  Let’s take a moment to reflect on all of the achievements the Sangha has made this past year.  This is something that all of us 
not only can take great pride in but also be inspired to become more involved in 2013.  So seize the opportunities when they arise!  Eve-
ryone will be glad you did, but best of all, YOU will be glad you did! 

Community Outreach: 
 
Participated in an interfaith peace walk 
with Nippozan Myohoji. 
Participated in toro nagashi --the floating 
lantern peace festival. 
Participated in adopt-a-street (Weller). 
Participated in the Walk for Rice to 
raise funds for the ACRS food bank. 
Donated to the Ballard food bank. 
Donated money and goods to Japanese 
tsunami victims. 
 
Sangha Activities: 
 
Maintained and updated our website. 
Maintained and updated our Facebook 
page. 
Began live streaming of Sunday Ser-
vices. 
Published a bi-monthly newsletter, with 
growing distribution: 
 May—June  39 
 July—August  36 
 September—October 68 
 November—December     107 
Hosted this year's NONA retreat. 
Held a 3-day local retreat on Bainbridge 
Island. 
Held a 2-day retreat at Union, WA. 
Performed the Horoku ceremony in 
August—first time ever done in the US. 
Established a lending library for DVDs. 
Began a scrapbook of Sangha activities 
and involvements. 
Held a funeral workshop with religious 
and legal information.  It was later pre-
sented at the NONA Retreat, used at a 
London Retreat, as well as distributed 
to NONA ministers for their Sanghas. 

Sangha Fundraising: 
 
The Temple Store was painted and re-
organized. 
Garage sales raised $850.  (2 garage 
sales.) 
Books sales raised $344.  (One time 
event.) 
Locker items raised $500.  (One time 
event.) 
Shishi Mai Lion Dog raised $300.  
(Both lunar and solar New Years.) 
 

Services: 

Shodaigyo twice a week, once at Seattle 
Temple and once in Ballard. 
Services every Sunday including all spe-
cial Buddhist and Nichiren Shu events. 
Lay leader training. 
Classes on the Lotus Sutra and Bud-
dhism. 
 
Children: 
 
Conducted a week long Dharma day 
camp for kids. 
Started a special children's service on 
the first Sunday of the month. 
Started a Dharma school for kids. 
 
Membership: 

In 2 years we have grown from 6 peo-
ple to 31 dues paying members. 
In addition, we have about 30 people 
who regularly attend services and 
events. 
 

In 2012 we celebrated:     

 11 members taking refuge. 

 7 members receiving their Osajo 
Ofuda. 

 4 members receiving their 
Gohonzon. 

 1 member receiving a Dharma 
name. 

 4 members receiving a house bless-
ing. 

    
National Activities: 
 
The national  NONA convention was 
held in September in Las Vegas.  Presi-
dent Pam, Vice-President Errol, Mem-
ber-at-Large Gregg and Sangha member 
Mike represented our Sangha. 
Pam was appointed treasurer at the 
NONA Convention. 
 
Gregg was elected auditor at the 
NONA Convention and heads a com-
mittee to restructure NONA and to 
rewrite the national bylaws.  Pam, Mike, 
and Errol volunteered to be on this 
committee also. 
 
This full involvement by the delegates 
from Choeizan Temple is unprecedent-
ed in the history of  NONA. 
 
In September we were visited by the 
Shumuin to evaluate our status and po-
sition in NONA. 

The Enl ightenment Newsletter  January/February 2013 
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Kids Corner: 
Meeting Daikoku-ten This Holiday 

By Minna Cederman-Kobayashi 

 Once up a time, there was a deity called Daikoku.  He is Santa’s helper; he comes every year and brings presents to Dharma 

kids.  He has helpers like Santa’s elves, but they are not elves.  They are small like Santa Elf.  He gives all kinds of presents to Dharma 

Kids.  He has a magic hammer to make presents and can fly, because he does not have a sleigh.  He uses the magic hammer to come 

into the house.  He puts the presents in front of the family butsudan.  He loves kids and children so much and he knows what presents 

the children want each year.  I will make sure that I behave and practice my chanting next year so that he comes again. 
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Temple Bylaws 

We are entering a different phase in our temple’s bylaws.  Approved by the Board and ratified by the Sangha, and re-

cently the Nelson amendments have been approved by the Board.  Everything locally has come to pass. 

With the permission of Bishop Kanai, Gregg is permitted to work directly with Rev. Hirai, the guru on the Nichiren 

Shu’s Japanese bylaws.  Hirai Sensei, after reviewing the Choeizan Enkyoji’s bylaws, will advise Gregg what is needed 

to conform to the requirements of headquarters, state laws permitting.  

This is exceptionally helpful as Hirai Sensei will soon become the Bishop of Hawaii with a much busier plate.  We are 

indeed fortunate. 

The revised set of Choeizan bylaws, incorporating the requirements of the Shumuin, will be used as the basis for other 

Temples and Sanghas.  And  most of all, it will be useful in the rewriting of the NONA bylaws that Gregg and his 

committee have undertaken.   
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The Temple Store 
For those who love to shop online or just need something for their practice, we offer: 

CARVED STATUE OF DAIKO-

KU    

One of the Seven Gods of Fortune  

$300.00 

 

 

 

                                                        

The god enjoys an exalted position as a 

household deity in Japan. Daikoku's 

JUZU BAG 

$20.00 

 

 

 

In Japanese Buddhism, they are known 

as "juzu" 数珠 (counting beads) and is 

NICHIREN SHONIN AT MT   

MINOBU 

Rare and Hard to Find Book 

$10.00 

 

 

 

 

Retirement to Mt. Minobu  

His third remonstration also went un-

heeded, and Nichiren—following a 

Chinese adage that if a wise man re-

monstrates three times but is ignored, 

he should leave the country—decided 

to go into voluntary exile at Mt. Minobu 

身延山 in 1274. 

With the exception of a few short jour-

neys, Nichiren spent the rest of his life 

at Minobu, where he and his disciples 

erected a temple, Kuon-ji  久遠寺 , and 

he continued writing and training his 

disciples.  Two of his works from this 

period are the Senji Shō  (撰時抄: "The 

Selection of the Time") and the Hōon 

Shō (報恩抄: "On Repaying Debts of 

Gratitude"), which, along with his Risshō 

Ankoku Ron (立正安国論: "On Estab-

lishing the Correct Teaching for the 

Peace of the Land"), Kaimoku Shō ("The 

Opening of the Eyes"), and Kanjin no 

Honzon Shō ("The Object of Devotion 

for Observing the Mind"), constitute his 

Five Major Writings.  He also inscribed 

numerous Gohonzon for bestowal up-

on specific disciples and lay believers.  

Many of these survive today in the re-

positories of Nichiren temples such 

as Taiseki-ji  大石寺 in Fujinomiya, 

Shizuoka Prefecture, which has a partic-

ularly large collection that is publicly 

aired once a year in April.                    

Note: Commentary thanks to Wikipe-

dia. 

usually preceded by the honorific      

'o-' (as in "o-juzu"  御数珠). 

In traditional Buddhist thought, peo-

ple are said to have 108 afflictions 

or kleshas.  There are six senses (sight, 

sound, smell, taste, touch, and con-

sciousness) multiplied by three reac-

tions (positive, negative, or indiffer-

ence) making 18 "feelings".  Each of 

these feelings can be either "attached 

to pleasure or detached from pleasure" 

making 36 "passions", each of which 

may be manifested in the past, present, 

or future.  All the combinations of all 

these things makes a total of 108, which 

are represented by the beads in the o-

juzu.  This same number is also used in 

Japanese New Year services where a 

bell is rung 108 times. 

association with wealth and prosperity 

precipitated a custom known as fuku-

nusubi, or "theft of fortune".  This cus-

tom started with the belief that he who 

stole divine figures (gods and goddess-

es) was assured of good fortune, if not 

caught in the act of stealing.  In the 

course of time, stealing divine images 

became so common a practice in Japan 

that the Toshi-no-ichi or the "year-end-

market" held in the Asakusa Kannon 

temple became the main venue of the 

sale and disposal of such images by the 

fortune-seekers.  Many small stalls were 

opened where articles including images 

of Daikoku were sold on the eve of 

New Year celebrations. 

Daikoku is variously considered to be 

the god of wealth, or of the household, 

particularly the kitchen.  He is recog-

nized by his wide face, smile, and a flat 

black hat. He is often portrayed holding 

a golden mallet called an Uchide no kozu-

chi, otherwise known as a magic money 

mallet, and is seen seated on bales of 

rice, with mice nearby (mice signify 

plentiful food). 
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ASK JEN, the Temple Cat 
Do you have a Buddhism related question or comment?  Just ask Jen the Temple Cat, wise with over 15 years of attending temple.  

Email Jen at choeizen.enkyoji.newsletter@gmail.com. 

Dear Jen,  
 
A couple months ago we were visited 
by McCormick Sensei of San Francisco.  
He gave a most appreciated presenta-
tion to us on what a person should 
know to be a Buddhist, what a person 
should know to be a follower of the 
Mahayana branch, and what a person 
should know to be a  follower of 
Nichiren Shonin.   
  
I was so caught up in his presentation 
that I forgot to take any notes, much to 

Dear Beginner, 
 
Thank you for your question my friend.  Having lived in a tem-
ple and heard the chanting of odaimoku thousands and mil-
lions and billions of times, and it seems, heard almost as many 
dharma talks, this comes easy for me.  And besides, McCor-
mick Sensei is a dear friend of mine.  He never forgets to bring 
me treats.  Now THAT is Mindfulness!   
 
Yes I would be glad to refresh your memory of Rev. McCor-
mick’s presentation.  He covered many things that most begin-
ners, and even some more advanced students, are unaware of, 
or do not think are important to know. 
 
McCormick Sensei’s list:  
 
What as a Buddhist should I know and be familiar with? 
 

 The 3 Treasures: the Buddha, the Dharma and the Sangha. 
 

 The life of Shakyamuni. 
 

 The Middle Way, between self-indulgence and self-denial. 
 

 The 4 Noble Truths as an action plan: 
       - Understand how pervasive and universal suffering is “ 
life of quiet desperation”, Thoreau. 
       - Understand the causes of suffering: Unrealistic expecta-
tions on external life / rationalization of gut level sense of self 
interest. 
       - Realize the cessation of suffering is attainable. 
       - Cultivate the path to cessation of suffering, broaden and 
deepen more firmly, there is still pain but the suffering is not 
more as one brings their healing energy into the plan. 
 

 The 8 Fold Path as a holistic view: 
 Right View  Wisdom  

 Right Intentions    Wisdom  
 Right Speech  Ethical Conduct 
 Right Actions  Ethical Conduct 
 Right Livelihood  Ethical Conduct 
 Right Effort          Mental Development  
 Right Mindfulness  Mental Development 
 Right Concentration  Mental Development 
 

 The 6 Perfections: 
       - Wisdom Prajna Paramita 
       - Generosity Dana Paramita 
       - Ethics  Sila Paramita 
       - Effort  Dhyana Paramita 
       - Meditation   Virya Paramita 
       - Patience Kshanti Paramita 
 

 Dependent Origination: 
       - To have this you must have that. 
       - Nothing is unto itself. 
       - Nothing is solid to hang onto. 
       - Nothing is an isolated event. 
 
And lastly, 
 

 The 5 Precepts: 
       - Abstain from taking  life. 
       - Abstain from taking that which is not given. 
       - Abstain from sexual misconduct. 
       - Abstain from making false statements. 
       - Abstain from intoxication. 
 
I hope this helps you with your practice Beginner and that it 
also helps you in answering that inevitable question people 
have when you tell them that you are a Buddhist. 
 
With Gassho,  
Jen, the Temple Cat 

my regret, and I know I missed some 
important things he had to say. 
 
So Jen, you, as temple cat, must be 
very familiar with what McCormick 
Sensei had to say.  Can you refresh my 
memory of his talk and tell me: 
 
What as a Buddhist should I know and 
be familiar with? 
 
With Gassho, 
A Beginner to Buddhism 
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shopping for all the food for the retreat. 

Thank you all the participants!!  It was 

great & meaningful! 

  

Mochi Making on  12/22 

Special thank you Scott Family for let-

ting us use your house for this event. 

Thank you Cederman Family for donat-

ing the mochi rice. 

It was a very fun event, lots of food & 

lots of sake!! 

  

Dharma School 

Thank you Gollihugh Family for the 

donation. 

Thank you Kazi for becoming an assis-

tant teacher. 

Thank you Hobana for being a good 

teacher. 

 

DONATIONS: 

Annika & Robert Mito 

Errol & Kazi Scott—NAP(2), Dona-

tion 

Phil Robbins & Penne Lee 

THANK YOU’S: 

Thank you Scott Family, Pam, Gollihugh 

Family, Robbins-Lee Family, Tralle-Inman 

Family, Mito Family, Hunt Family, Mike, 

Gabriel, Anderson Family, Hester Family 

for donating the items to the Temple. We 

really appreciate it!!  

 

McCormick Sensei's Visit 

Special thank you to the Scott Family for 

purchasing the Air Ticket. 

Thank you McCormick Sensei for visiting 

our Temple and giving us the lecture. 

  

2nd Anniversary on 11/04 

Special thank you Lee for the music & 

Kazi, Annika & Hobana for the food. 

Thank you board members & all the peo-

ple for organizing this event. 

  

Winter Retreat on 12/8 & 12/9 

Special thank you Scott Family for letting 

Tsukamoto sensei stay at your apartment. 

Thank you Scott Family & Mito Family 

for donating the Sunday lunch. 

Thank you Kazi, Robyn and Mamiko for 
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Margret and Larry Cram-Howie 

David & Hobana Hunt 

Gollighugh Family (M) 

Greg Tralle & Lee Inman (Q) 

Hester Family (M) 

Aiko McDermont 

Elizabeth Aurich (Q) 

Pamela Reaville 

Nelson & Bethany Lee 

Gabriel Rosman (M) 

 

 

 

KEI 

An iron bell telling other priests where they are 
in the service and to announce what is next.  
Originally Chinese and made of jade. 

Buddhist Sights & Sounds 
To get familiar with Buddhist sounds, smells, and other special items, we will highlight some of them in each newsletter.     

Courtesy of Gregg Tralle 

EGORO 

A ceremonial portable handheld incense burner using charcoal.  It 
can be elaborate and expensive.  Used as a personal offering to the 
Buddha by the priest. 



Calendar of  Events 
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Januar y 2013  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 9am—2pm New 

Year’s Activities; 

10:30am Service; 

12pm Hatsugama  

2  3 10am Kakizomi 

(1st Calligraphy); 

3pm Shishi mai at 

Wing Luke Museum 

4 

Rokusai Nichi 

5 

6  10:30am Ebisu 

Feast/Children’s Ser-

vice; 1pm Monthly 

Chanting for the Stick 

7 

10am—2pm Lay 

Leader Training 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

Rokusai Nichi 

11 

Rokusai Nichi; 9am 

Precepts Recitation 

12 9am Kagami 

Biraki at Katori 

Shinto Ryu Dojo in 

Woodinville 

13                               
10:30am Daikoku 

Feast Day with Visit 

from Daikoku 

14 10—2pm Lay 

Leader Training; 

10am Burning of 

Kakizome 

15  

 

16 

7 

17 18 

 

19               
Rokusai Nichi; 

10am—1pm Pre-

cepts Study 

20 10:30am Service; 

11:30am Annual Meet-

ing; 6pm Service at 

Ballard Oddfellows 

21 22 23                   24 25 

Rokusai Nichi 

26 Rokusai Nichi; 

10am Hokke Sembo 

Karmic Atonement 

Ceremony 

27 10:30am Service 

with Refuge Ceremo-

ny; 11:30am Potluck; 

1pm Wasan Practice 

28 

10am—2pm Lay 

Leader Training 

29 

 

30  31 

 

  

Febr uar y 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

 

2  

3 Rokusai Nichi; 

10:30am Children’s 

Service; 1pm Sutra 

Study 

4    

10am—2pm Lay 

Leader Training 

5 

 

6                    7                  8 

Rokusai Nichi 

9                  
Rokusai Nichi; 

Neighborhood Ap-

preciation Day 

10 10:30am Lunar 

New Year/Buddha’s 

Nirvana Service;  

1pm Hari Kuyo 

11 

10am—2pm Lay 

Leader Training 

12 13                14 

 

15 

 

16              
Otakeyage Burning, 

Ceremony Time & 

Location TBA 

17 Rokusai Nichi; 

10:30am Nichiren’s 

Bday & Potluck; 1pm 

Chanting for Sick; 

6pm Ballard Service 

18 19 20                 21 

 

22 23  

Rokusai Nichi 

 

24                
Rokusai Nichi; 

10:30am Sunday 

Service 

25  

10am—2pm Lay 

Leader Training 

26 27 28   

* Rokusai Nichi (六斎日) is 6 days of fasting and practice observed on the 8th, 

14th, 15th, and 23rd and final two days of each lunar month.  Solar calendar days are 

marked below.  Members are encouraged to eat vegetarian meals on those days and 

to fast after the noon meal. 
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Seattle Chōeizan Enkyōji Nichiren Buddhist Temple 

Seattle Choeizan Enkyoji Nichiren Buddhist Temple 

501 South Jackson St. #202 

Seattle, WA 

98104 

Phone: 206-356-7405 

E-mail: seattlebuddhist@hotmail.com 

Newletter Contact: choeizen.enkyoji.newsletter@gmail.com 

Visit us on the web! 

seattlebuddhist.org 

If you are interested in placing an advertisement in the newsletter, 

please contact choeizan.enkyoji.newsletter@gmail.com.  It is $10 

per ad per newsletter. 

Member Articles Wanted! 

Please send in your articles on Buddhism or of your 

personal experiences in which the practice and 

teachings have helped you that you would like to 

share.  Articles due March 1. 

Email: choeizan.enkyoji.newsletter@gmail.com 

Dharma Corner: Parable of  the “Hidden Gem” 
By Kanjin Cederman Shonin 

 I would like to talk about Chapter 8 of the Lotus Sutra 

which is the parable of the “Hidden Gem” found on P.161 of 

Senchu Murano Shonin’s translation.  There once was a poor 

man who drank all the time and did not like responsibility.  

One evening he was invited by his wealthy friend for a great 

feast.  As they talked into the night he drank too much and fell 

asleep.  His friend did not wish to wake the man as he looked 

so peaceful.  He thought only of his friend and wished him to 

be happy and prosperous so he fastened a priceless gem to the 

inside of his tattered and ripped garment.  Of course when the 

man woke up he did not consider his clothes or that he was 

given such a gift.  He continued to suffer and complain for the 

lack of clothing and food.  Then one day he and his friend met 

in the street.  His friend asked, "What are you doing here beg-

ging for food and clothing?  I fastened a priceless gem inside of 

your clothing so that you may live peaceful and want for noth-

ing.”  The friend then said, “you are truly a fool, here I find you 

years later doing the same thing over and over.  If you trade 

that gem you can have anything that you would want so that 

you may be happy.”   

 This is a simple summary of this parable for the pur-

pose of understanding what a gift you have been given by the 

Buddha.  Instead we continue to live our lives as if we never 

have met the Lotus Sutra or the Eternal Buddha.  This is our 

ignorance and arrogance.  In this parable the Buddha is seen as 

the friend and we are the beggar.  We receive the wonderful 

feast of the sutra and its teachings but we go back into our de-

prived life of scraping by and living by other peoples leftovers.  

We are in some way satisfied with our suffering even though we 

wish to overcome it.  We have a very shallow mentality indeed.  

Once we are awakened by the Buddha bestowing this great 

treasure of the Lotus Sutra we should become the friend of 

another person to bring them from poverty to enlightenment.  

If we shared our spiritual wealth with others we are truly doing 

the action of a Buddha.  Do you consider yourself a good 

friend to humanity?  As I stated, through our practice the Sang-

ha provides the opportunity for each person to find their own 

gem.  Sometimes we can hand it directly, other times we must 

do it when they are sleeping.  However, in this story I believe 

that the friend intentionally hid it during the man’s deep sleep 

because if he simply handed it to him he would refuse and say I 

am fine and do not need such things, going back to starving.  

We must be in each person’s shoes so as not to insult or em-

barrass them.  However we should not let such beings leave 

empty handed if we are truly their friends.   As is stated in 

Nichiren Shonin’s letter “weather through a kind word (action) 

or a phrase, spread this Sutra to others!”  We should know that 

meeting this sutra is a very rare case indeed and can only hap-

pen by meeting a Bodhisattva from underground as transmitted 

in the Lotus Sutra.  What other gift is there to give all sentient 

beings to allow them to be comfortable and not suffer.  This is 

what I consider a good friend. 


